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as LB 285, w ith t h e bringing in $242 million. I' ve supported
t hat , a n d I t h i n k t ha t . . . cont i n u e t o su p p o r t t ha t t h r ou g h . An d
t hen a l so , t he gr e e n c opy o n L B 2 83 , I ' ve been supp o r t i ve o f
t hat . And I do n ' t k n ow whe t h er w e ' l l ev e r g e t b a c k t o t h a t
copy . I j u s t f i gu r ed t ha t i t ' s we n t t o t h e co m m i tt ee am e ndment s
n ow, wh i c h c u t t h i n g s i n h a l f . Bu t I kn o w on e t h i n g . I f we e n d
up going into a sp ecial session, which some people said
s ometh i n g a b ou t , i t wo n ' t b e a d d i n g no n e w t a x ; i t wi l l b e a l l
cuts from then on. And so we need to figure out how we can make
it work more so right here and so we won't have to be back in a
special session. I realize we' re still $100 million apart. And
I k n ow t h i s i s a . . .Senator Erdman's here is $80 million. Bu t
I 'm k i n d o f l i k e a l o t o f t he r e s t o f t h em . I t ' s ha r d t o
s uppor t ev e r y i t e m i n i t . Bu t I ho p e t h i s g e n e r a t e s e no u g h
d iscu s s i o n t ha t t he r e wi l l b e a l o t o f p a r t s o f t h i s wi l l sh o w
u p i n o t he r a me n d ment s t h a t ' s c omi n g u p f o r wa r d a f t e r t h i s . I
h ave amendment my s e l f t h a t I c an p r ob ab l y b r i n g f o r wa r d i f we
h ave t o , bu t r i g h t no w i t ' s i n c l u d ed i n h i s . Bu t t o s up p o r t t h e
whole t h i ng st r a i gh t t h r ou g h , i t ' s g o i n g t o b e h a r d t o d o a n d
h ard t o g e t en o u g h vo t e s t o d o i t . I h o p e we c a n g e t e no u g h
d iscu s s i o n on i t t h a t wi l l g i ve t h e p e o p l e en o u g h i de a s t h a t
maybe we c a n j u s t " t o p wi t h t h i s a nd wo r k wi t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l
amendments, and not have to come to a decision on trying to
suppor t a l l o f t h i s o r n o n e o f i t a t a l l . Be c au se t h e r e ' s a l o t
o f t h i n gs I ca n su p po r t i n i t , b u t t h e r e ' s t h i ng s I c a n no t , s o
it's going to be hard to say, well, I'm going to support this or
n ot s u p p o r t i t . Bu t I su r e c om mend h i m f o r b r i ng i n g i t , b e ca u s e
I t h i n k i t ' s d i d t he r i g h t t h i ng t o d ay . I t ' s b r ou g h t t h e
discussion to the floor and we' re all talking about i t. A nd
t her e ' s s ome g oo d i de a s i n i t . So I t h i n k i t ' s g o i n g t o b e
someth in g w e n e e d t o t a l k ab o u t . I k no w a l o t o f p e op l e ha v e
got this li ttle slip tha t's been se nt around, the Nebraska
voters' preference on what type of tax to increase on. And o f
course, the number o ne is a lcohol tax, the way this co es up
with, and cigarettes next. And the the third i s expand sal es
t ax . Bu t I ' m s t i l l c o nc e r n e d h o w c o me t h at t h ey g o t f o od t ax a s
low as it is , because I ' ve had coffees in my district, and
everybody says, well, why d on't y ou inc rease th e fo od tax ,
because that is something that everybody eats.. .pays o n , a nd we
g ot f o o d s t am p s f o r t h e p o o r , so I c an n o t f i gu r e o u t wh y we
don' t i n cr ea se the food tax . But I te ll the m, we ll ,

6537


